The Mediterranean monk seal (Monachus monachus) - is the most endangered seal in the world. Their number continue to decline from people disturbing the caves seals use for breeding, and from fishing gear trapping the endangered marine animals.  Because of their trusting nature, they have been easy prey for hunters and fishermen using clubs, spears and nets. Mediterranean monk seal fur is black (males) or brown to dark grey (females). 

In the past, monk seals lived on sandy beaches or small rocky coves, but increasing human disturbance has forced them to flee towards rocky shores, which put their survival in great danger. They eat  mainly fish and also shellfish, cuttlefish, and octopus. It can also feed on algae. An adult seal eats 15 kg of fish each day. 

The Mediterranean monk seals  reproduce slowly, sometimes only every other year starting at the age of four. Female is taking care of the pup for up to six weeks  and it does not leave it even to feed herself during that period. Pups can swim and dive with ease by the time they are about two weeks old.



